500                     The Comte d'Artois.                 [CHAP.

composed of the Marechal de Castries, who was succeeded by
the Due de la Vauguyon, Mgr. de Conzie", Bishop of Arras, the
Baron de Flachslanden, and the Comte de Jaucourt. These
noblemen were all uncompromising absolutists ; they con-
demned not only those who had made or accepted the Consti-
tution of 1791, but all who had served Louis XVI. since 1789
and had not emigrated at once, and they were unsparing in
their strictures upon the conduct of Louis X VX, whom they
declared to be the real author of the Revolution, since he had
been guilty of convoking the States-General. The poverty-
stricken court at Verona was further torn by violent disputes
and personal dissensions, for all the emigre's there were jealous
of the credit possessed by the Comte d'Avaray, who had won
the friendship of the Regent by managing his escape from
France in 1791,1 although that nobleman carefully avoided
any interference with politics.

If the policy of Monsieur and his attitude towards the
Revolution were mistaken, the conduct of the Comte d'Artois
was far more contemptible. He was always raising the hopes
of the emigres by declaring his intention of entering France
and placing himself in command of the Catholic army. He
was always boasting of the great conquests he was about to
make as the champion of legitimate monarchy in France. The
insurgents in Lyons, in the GeVaudan, and in La Vendee, were
all assured that the prince was going to join them and to fight
at their head; they all expected him ; but he never came, and
probably never intended to come. He did serve with some
emigre cavalry during the campaign of 1792, in France, but
showed no military capacity, and on the expulsion of the Prus-
sians, he was for a short time imprisoned at Maesfcricht for debt.2
His one desire was to get money, and for that purpose he did
not hesitate to use the purses of his friends, and to make the
most grovelling supplications to foreign courts. In February,
1793, he went to St. Petersburg, where he was favourably
received by the Empress Catherine, who applauded his inten-
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